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Celebrating 20 years 1996 to 2016 
SAVING NATURAL LANDS, NOW AND FOREVER: OUR STORY 

Only a small part of Sierra Foothill Conservancy’s story can be told with numbers. Thanks to your support, Sierra Foothill 
Conservancy continues to evolve and grow into a thriving nonprofit organization. Your contributions, collectively joined 
together, send a clear message throughout our region: we value natural areas. 
 

You make it possible for the real story to happen on the land, every day. California Tiger Salamanders are a species 
resurging within the vernal pools of the foothills. Local ranchers becoming part of the connected acreage of forever open 
rolling rangelands. A young explorer seeing an eagle soar above Table Mountain for the first time. A hiker pauses on the 
trail, lost in the landscape. Because of you, the members and supporters of Sierra Foothill Conservancy, together we protect 
the places we call home. Now and Forever. 

 The grasslands, foothills, and forests between Yosemite and Kings Canyon National Parks provide land 

for farms and ranches, a home for native plants and wildlife, and a source of clean water. Sierra Foothill 

Conservancy honors our natural and cultural heritage by protecting these resources and ensuring that present 

and future generations will continue to experience and enjoy the land in this region.  

26,095  
TOTAL ACRES 

PROTECTED FOREVER 

30 PARTNERING 

LANDOWNERS WHO 
CONSERVED  

17,073 ACRES IN 

EASEMENTS 

Over $20 million 
IN SUPPORT AWARDED 

FOR OUR PRESERVES 
AND EASEMENTS 

1,100 MEMBERS 

PRESERVING NATURAL 
AREAS  

OVER 250 VOLUNTEERS 

CONRIBUTED MORE THAN 

3,000 HOURS IN 2015! 

Over 3,000 participants 

in HIKES AND EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS  



                Preserve Days 
       Gates will be open 9:00 am-4:00 pm  
 
Mar 5   … McKenzie Member Day 
Mar 19 … Fine Gold Open Preserve Day 
Apr 2    … McKenzie Open Preserve Day 
Apr 10  … Veteran’s Open Preserve Day 
                         On the McKenzie  
Apr 30  … Black Mtn Open Preserve Day 

HIKE DESCRIPTIONS: 
McKenzie Preserve Discovery Trail— This is an easy, mostly level hike of about 3.7 miles with an interpretive guide to 

the flora and  history along the trail. Hike is about 3 hrs.  
Boling Gap Table Top (McKenzie Preserve) — 6 mi. round trip with some level walking and then a climb on a good trail 

to the top; elevation gain is 1000 ft. It takes about 5 hrs allowing for lunch at the top.  
Black Mt. Summit—A fairly easy 4 mi round trip along a dirt road with an elevation gain of 800 ft. which takes about 3 

hours.  
Fine Gold Creek—A moderate hike following a loop trail  offering scenic views of Fine Gold Creek. Part of 

the trail takes you along the creek to explore streamside habitat, other parts are mixed with gradual slopes 
and steeper inclines.  Hike is about 4 hours.  

 
FOR ADVANCED HIKERS ONLY: (These hikes typically take 6 to 8 hours.) 
Boling Gap to San Joaquin (McKenzie Preserve)—This is a strenuous hike, about 8 miles round trip with a 

1000 ft. elevation gain to the table top, 1000 ft. down to the San Joaquin River and back. 
Tivy Mountain Summit—A VERY strenuous hike, 6 miles round trip with a 2000 ft. elevation gain. With a 

start time of 8:00 am, participants will be hiking on steep, rugged terrain and rocky areas. 

Nov 28 … McKenzie Discovery Trail 
Dec 12 … Boling Gap Table Top 
Jan 2 … Boling Gap to San Joaquin  
Jan 23 … Fine Gold Creek 
Jan 24 … Boling Gap Table Top 
Jan 30 … Boling Gap to San Joaquin 
Jan 31 … Black Mt. Summit 

Feb 7 … Boling Gap Table Top 
Feb 20 … Fine Gold Creek 
Feb 21 … Black Mt. Summit 
Feb 27 …Boling Gap to San Joaquin 
Feb 28 … Tivy Mt. Summit 
Mar 6 … Black Mt. Summit 

Mar 12 … Fine Gold Creek 
Mar 13 … Boling Gap Table Top 
Mar 26 … Boling Gap Table Top 
Apr 3 … Tivy Mt. Summit 
Apr 16 … Black Mt. Summit 
April 17 … Boling Gap Table Top 

Dates TBD … Beginning Astronomy — Docents Ed Hampton and Rod Sanderson continue this series with an  
       exploration of the spring skies. More information to come. 
Feb. 21, April 30 … Table Top Hike & Yoga — Enjoy a great workout followed by an All-Level Hatha Yoga class 
       designed specifically for hikers! Led by Certified Hatha Yoga instructor Linda Marie. Classes are free to members, 

and $10 for nonmembers. Feb 21 has a 9:00 am start . NOTE:  April 30 has an 8:00am start. 
March 6, Additional Dates TBA … Yoga Under the Oaks — Certified Hatha Yoga instructor Linda Marie will guide 

you in a 90 minute All-Level Hatha Yoga class. Classes are free to members, and $10 for nonmembers. 9 am start. 
April 2 & 3 …SJ&E Railroad Adventure — The Central Sierra Historical Society (CSHS) and SFC have come together 

to offer a weekend series that unveils the exciting story of the SJ&E Railroad. April 2nd class will be held at the  
CSHS museum; April 3rd class explores the SJ&E historic site on McKenzie Preserve. More information to come. 

April 3 …Wildflowers of the McKenzie — Botanist and local wildflower authority John Stebbins will show you 
       beautiful spring flowers and spectacular scenery on a fairly strenuous 6 mile round trip hike to the top of the Table  
       Mountain table top. 9:00 am start. 
April & May … Birding Series — Fresno Audubon Society, the San Joaquin River Gorge Special Recreation  

       Management Area (BLM) and SFC have joined forces to offer a collective birding series that combines instruction,  
        exploration, and fun! There is no fee, but registration is required.   
   **April 2 … Beginning Birding at the San Joaquin River Gorge. 9:00 am start. 
   **April 9 … Birding Hike on Fine Gold Creek Preserve. 8:00am start. 
   **May 7 … Birding Hike on Black Mountain Preserve. 8:00am start. 

Check www.sierrafoothill.org for more information and updates for these classes! 

Feb 6,  Mar 12 … Special Members Only Trail Rides — 
       Join horsemen Bill Esmay (SFC Preserve Manager), and Mike 

Esra on a series of rides that will traverse the McKenzie Preserve 
on the Discovery Trail as well as Boling Gap onto Table  

       Mountain. Gate opens at 9:00 am, ride begins at 10:00 am and will 
go rain or shine. No cost. 

Feb. 13th … Night Hike on the McKenzie — Docents Sue Stone and 
Katherine Phillips will lead you on an exciting exploration of the 
night life on the McKenzie preserve. 6:30 pm start. 

HIKE SCHEDULE 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
$10 members/$20 for family, $15 non-members/$30 for family,  

$5 for student members. Registration required. 

Sierra Foothill Conservancy Hikes, Classes, and Events for Spring 2016 



Hikes and Classes are open to the public. Reservations are required. 
Hikes are free to members, and a suggested $5 donation for nonmembers. 

Classes are $10 for members/$20 for a family, $5 for student members, $15 for non-members/$30 for a family. 
Visit our website at www.sierrafoothill.org to register, or call one of the offices for help. 

Prather (559) 855-3473       Mariposa (209) 742-5556 

Preserve Guidelines: 
All visitors should remain with their group during docent led hikes and classes. 

Visitors should always enter/exit through appropriate gates. Jumping fences is not allowed. 
No dogs (except working cattle dogs) are allowed on any preserve. No hunting is allowed. 

SFC is once again offering the California 
Naturalist Program in the spring. This 
certification program is designed to  
develop naturalist skills as a means of 
promoting the stewardship of  
California’s natural communities. 

California Naturalist Program 

MARIPOSA HIKES & CLASSES 

SFC is grateful to our generous easement landowners who kindly allow SFC to host events on their property. 
There are several meeting places around the county, so please consult www.sierrafoothill.org for more  
information on these hikes! If you have further questions, please feel free to call the Mariposa office. 

February 6, March 5, April 2 … Birding on Stockton Creek  -  Every FIRST Saturday, from February—April, join   
       Docent Melissa Odell for bird walks on Stockton Creek. Learn the winter bird resident species and take note     
       of the spring birds as they arrive at Stockton Creek Reservoir throughout the year. 8:00 am start. 
March 12 … Cultural and Natural History of Bohna Ranch — Join Naturalist and longtime resident Ben Goger  

       on a hike of Bohna Ranch in Hornitos. 9:00 am start. 
March 19 … Birding on Trabucco Ranch -  Join Docents Len McKenzie and Karyn “Kestrel” O’Hearn for spring 
       time birding. This oak woodland provides excellent habitat for many songbirds and  
       raptors. 8:00 am start. 
March 26 … Wildflowers on Striped Rock -  Join botanist Wendy Fisher for a class on local 
       wildflowers and spring plants. This property has a wide array of beautiful springtime  
       flowers. 9:00 am start. 
April 9 ... Family Hike in Clark’s Valley  - Bring the whole family along for a hike in Clark’s  
       Valley with Docent Jen McCollom. 9:00 am - No cost. 
April 16… Earth Day on Striped Rock -  Join Docent Ben Goger who will lead the annual 

Earth Day hike on the Striped Rock Easement. Hike through beautiful oak woodland and 
enjoy the view of western Mariposa County. 9:00 am start. 

April 23 … Wildflowers of Von der Ahe  -  Naturalist and author, Michael Ross will lead a 
hike on the Von der Ahe easement. This property holds a diverse range of flora as it is located in the transition 
zone between the High Sierra and the Sierra Foothills. 9:00 am start. 

May 14 … Birding Clark’s Valley  -  Docents Len McKenzie and Karyn “Kestrel” O’Hearn will lead a hike 
through meadows and forest, searching for spring bird species. 8:00 am start. 

May 21 ... Native Plants and Traditional Uses  -  Spend the morning with Miwuk leader Bill Leonard on the 
Clark’s Valley Easement, and learn about traditional plants. 9:00 am start. 

The program runs seven weeks, from March 4 - April 22 
(skip Easter weekend), and meets twice a week; 
Friday evenings for a classroom component, and  
Saturdays for field experiences. The certification process 
involves a capstone volunteer project and access to  
follow up citizen science projects. The cost for this  
exciting program is $350, and for a nominal fee,  
participants can receive 4 units of UC credits. For more 
info, email sfcevents@sierrafoothill.org. 

McKenzie Preserve 5K/10K Run 

Hosted by Sole 2 Soul Sports 

Enjoy the beauty of the McKenzie Table Mountain  
Preserve while running or walking this great 5k/10k 
course. The entire course is on dirt trails. You will enjoy 
the scenery as much as the race! Register by April 11 
and receive a Footloose in the Foothills t-shirt. For 
more info or to register, visit the website or email 
sfcevents@sierrafoothill.org.  

Time:  
   Gates open at 7:00 am 
   10K starts at 8:00 am 
   5K   starts at 8:30 am 
Cost:   
   5K … $30 
   10K … $30 

Sierra Foothill Conservancy                                     www.sierrafoothill.org                                      sfcevents@sierrafoothill.org 
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Sierra Foothill Conservancy is a non-profit public benefit corporation under Internal Revenue Service Code Section 501(c)(3) and CA 
Revenue and Taxation Code Section 3701d. Contributions are  deductible for federal income tax purposes. 

Officers 
Lynn Gorman, President 
Jean Linder, Vice President 
Jon Edwards, Treasurer 
Margo Cegielski, Secretary 
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Paul Beare                     
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Caryn Coss                   
Donn Furman 
Rich Gilman 
Charles Morales 
Bea Olsen 
Jazmin Serrano 

STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bridget Fithian 
Operations Director 
Mary Kate McKenna 

Education & Outreach Director 
Rosanna Ruiz 

Rangeland Specialist 
Billy Freeman 

Stewardship Manager 
Gary Miltimore 

Preserve Management 
Bill Dennison & Bill Esmay 

Conservation Project Manager 
Lauren Hubert 

Office Manager & Bookkeeper 
Jessica Zeek Krebsbach 

Office Assistant 
Rae Dennison 

THIS is the land YOUR support of Sierra Foothill Conservancy protects. 

Over 26,000 acres, with plans to preserve an additional 5,000 acres in 2016. 

Together we ensure that we are Saving Natural Lands, Now and Forever. 


