
 

 

THE FOOTHILL ADVOCATE  

February 2015                                                                              Vol. 18 No. 2 

 

Highlights 
 

 
 

Hedrick CE 
 

 

 

 

 
SFC’s New 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Remembering  

Phil Mook 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming  

Events 

  

Hedrick Ranch Conservation Easement 
 

 Sierra Foothill Conservancy is pleased to announce the addition of the Hedrick 

Conservation Easement. SFC has had the pleasure of working with Mr. Bill Hedrick, 

local Clovis resident and owner of Hedrick Chevrolet, to complete a donated 

conservation easement on more than 300 acres of idyllic rolling grassland and oak 

savannah in Fresno County.   

 Bill has been cattle ranching since the early 1970s. He and his wife Judy bought the 

rangeland property now under conservation easement in 1975. Ever since the Hedrick 

family established their home and ranch, Bill has witnessed a rapid change in the 

surrounding landscape. He explained to SFC in our interview, that “the fast pace of 

development was unsettling and thoughts of the future for the family ranch prompted 

me to take action to insure that my land would not be fragmented by future 

development.” 

 Bill became intrigued with the idea of easements, and began working with SFC in 

2013, after conversations with good friends and fellow conservation easement property 

owners, the Hallowells. Further research led Bill into conversations with the Atkinson, 

Piasecki and Kimbler families, all of whom SFC has the honor of holding conservation 

easements for. Bill explored his conservation options and ultimately decided to choose 

SFC, as he felt that our local expertise, size and reputation best suited him, his family 

and the property itself.  

 SFC then worked with Bill and his son Brett to complete the process of a donated 

conservation easement, which took about a year and half to achieve. The Hedrick 

Conservation Easement has now increased the total number of acres that SFC holds in 

easements to over 17,000 and our total lands conserved to over 25,000 acres! SFC is 

truly grateful to Bill and his wife Judy for this tremendous donation and contribution, 

not only to SFC but to future 

generations, and the endeavor of 

local land conservation. As Bill 

shared with SFC, this land will now 

be passed down from his son to his 

grandsons and for many generations 

to come, and the addition of this 

conservation easement will preserve 

its ranching tradition and 

conservation value in perpetuity.  
 

 by Conservation Project Manager, 

Lauren Hubert 

Photo by Gary Miltimore  
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SFC Welcomes Bridget Fithian, our new Executive Director 
 

 As I hike along the Stockton Creek 

Preserve trail on a winter day (or what we 

call winter on this 75 degree January day), 

I’m reminded of all the incredible work 

we’ve done together at Sierra Foothill 

Conservancy.  I hear the ruckus of an acorn 

woodpecker colony and catch fleeting 

glimpses of brilliant Western Bluebirds 

feasting on mistletoe berries, and it gets me 

every time -- the tremendous gift of knowing 

that this place is conserved and will remain 

habitat for those birds, a place for people to 

connect to the outdoors, and a beautiful open landscape forever.  

 I grew up in Mariposa just down the road from a ranch to which my mother 

and I would walk. We’d bring carrots and feed the horses through the fence, 

talking with the cowboys about their cattle work. We drove by that ranch 

every day going to school and watched the seasons transition on its rolling 

hills from fields of wildflowers, to golden hills, to green pastures and running 

streams. In my early 20’s, when I found out Sierra Foothill Conservancy had 

worked with the Long family to ensure that that ranch would always remain 

the beautiful open space I grew up admiring, I couldn’t believe we had an 

organization doing such incredible work in my own little community and I 

knew this work was critical and that I wanted to contribute to local land 

conservation.  

 I started as a SFC member and volunteer inspired to get the word out about 

the work and I quickly moved into a staff position, starting in outreach and 

then becoming SFC’s Conservation Director, developing our land acquisitions. 

Over the last seven years, I’ve had the pleasure of working with landowners, 

agencies, policy makers, donors, members and volunteers to conserve and 

steward beautiful central Sierra lands.  

  Through my work with SFC, I’ve had the opportunity to lead projects that 

have protected more than 5,000 acres of land. The Stockton Creek Preserve in 

Mariposa is one of the projects I’m most proud of. Through partnership with 

the Mariposa Public Utility District and funder Sierra Nevada Conservancy we 

established Mariposa’s first publically accessible preserve. The project 

provides open public access for locals and visitors alike, training grounds for 

the high school track team and protection for the immediate watershed 

surrounding the town of Mariposa’s primary water source. SFC & MPUD are 

implementing trail expansion and vegetation management projects to make the 

property more accessible and fire safe. This partnership is a fantastic 

demonstration of one of the things I love most about Sierra Foothill 

Conservancy; we are bridge builders. 

  In a world that is increasingly polarized, SFC spans the gap between groups 

that are often divergent. We work with individuals from diverse communities 

across agencies, as well as with ranchers, environmentalists, utility districts, 

non-profits, foresters and others. SFC’s work is to find the links between these 

groups and to meet the common goal and shared value of saving land. 

 SFC has grown tremendously over the last 19 years. We’ve developed from 

an all-volunteer organization in 1996 to a staff of 13 today, with a 14 member 

Board of Directors. We are recognized throughout the local region, our state, 



 

In Memory of Phil Mook 
 

 Philip H. Mook, Sr. died at 87 of cancer, at his home in Auberry, on December 18, 2014. In 1996 Phil and 

his wife Sallie became founding members of SFC and have been active and much loved and respected 

members ever since. We will greatly miss Phil’s positive attitude, his wonderful laugh and great wit.  

 Sallie will be moving to the Sacramento area to be closer to some of their children. She was the editor of The 

Foothill Advocate from 1996—2012 and was active in many SFC events. She will also be greatly missed. 

 Here are some quotes from the memorial article written by Carey Mook about his dad:   

 “He didn’t much like to talk about himself, but those who knew him best, including Sallie J. (Demorest) 

Mook, his wife of 60 years, his five children, and 10 grandchildren, will remember him always as a planner, 

builder, protector, tinkerer, adventurer, and simply the best role model.” 

 “After years spent in Southern California, the couple settled in Auberry and started the Phil Mook Company, 

where he tested, distributed and helped design, install and maintain chemical, pharmaceutical, and food 

processing equipment. He bought a Cessna Cardinal airplane and flew out of the old Auberry landing strip to 

work all over Northern California.” 

 “Phil loved the foothills. He and Sallie were founding members of the Sierra Foothill Conservancy. More 

recently, they spent countless hours taking beautiful flower photographs, which were published in a guidebook 

of Central Sierra wildflowers.” 

 “Phil was not the type to host fancy parties or travel to tourist destinations. But if you wanted to climb onto 

his boat for an afternoon sail, ski the cornice at Mammoth Mountain, scale Half Dome, climb Cathedral Peak 

or Tollhouse Rock, he was all for it. He created an outdoor paradise for his grandkids on his property in 

Auberry—a suspension bridge over a rocky creek, a cascading waterfall into a fish pond, and meandering 

granite steps leading to hidden trails.” 

 “If there was a problem, he could fix it. If there was a project, he could do it. … Loved ones say, “He was a 

quiet example that we can emulate. He was simply the best, and he will always be in out hearts.” 

and even at the national level as a leader in land conservation. While we were sad to say goodbye to our 

outgoing Executive Director, Jeannette Tuitele-Lewis, we are extremely grateful for her tireless work to develop 

our organization. Under Jeannette’s leadership, SFC achieved National Land Trust Alliance Accreditation and 

was hand-selected for the Land Trust Alliance Western Leader’s Cohort. I am delighted to take up the torch as 

Executive Director and to carry forward the good work of Sierra Foothill Conservancy into its next phase. 

 I get very excited about the uniqueness of our Sierra foothill flora and fauna. SFC’s range of conservation 

spans from the Central Valley grasslands to the Sierra crest. Our own backyards in Fresno, Madera, Mariposa 

and Merced Counties contain some of the most biologically diverse habitats in the State. “Oak woodlands have 

the richest wildlife species abundance of any habitat in California, with over 330 species of birds, mammals, 

reptiles, and amphibians depending on them at some stage in their life cycle” (Verner 1980; Barrett 1980; Block 

and Morrison 1998). A number of these diverse species are completely endemic to our region. My personal 

favorite of the local floral variety is the Mariposa Lupine (Lupinus citrinus deflexus). Populations of this species 

are only found within Mariposa County. SFC’s Mary Elizabeth Miller Black Mountain Preserve in Fresno 

County also conserves critical habitat for another endemic, the showy shrub Carpenteria californica, also known 

as Tree Anemone. We host a variety of events that offer the community an opportunity to experience these 

beautiful blossoms in May. Check out SFC’s event calendar for more info at www.sierrafoothill.org.   

 SFC has a skilled and inspired staff, and a dedicated Board of Directors. 2015 is certain to be another year of 

great conservation success. I look forward to working with all of you and our partners to contribute to the 

conservation and improvement of the central Sierra region, SFC’s mission, and the lands we’ve conserved 

together that inspire me daily. It is a great honor to lead this organization into the next phase of growth and 

achievement for the land and people of my home region. 

 I encourage all SFC supporters to help us expand our reach and build our membership. Recruit a friend to join 

you for an SFC event, or give the gift of membership for a birthday or holiday.  Please connect and grow with us 

in 2015. I look forward to seeing you out on the land and in the community! 

http://www.sierrafoothill.org


Blue Oak Circle ($25,000+) 

S.D. Bechtel Jr. Foundation 

The Gaia Foundation 
 

Live Oak Circle ($10,000+) 

Mark and Jan Balcom 

Land Trust Alliance 

Chris and Bev Schubert 

Southern California Edison 
 

Manzanita Circle ($5,000+) 

David and Caryn Coss 

Benito and Frances Gaguine Fdn. 

Pete Gustafson and Heidi Riedle 

Robert and Holly Longatti 

Carolyn Sanders and Eric Boysen  

Jeannette and Jamie Tuitele-Lewis 
 

California Buckeye Circle 

($2,000+) 

Donn Furman 

Don and Jennifer Gaede 

James F. Kemp 

Autumn Lencioni 

Bea and Kevin Olsen 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Jim Wheeler and Harriet Wrye 

California Poppy Circle 

($1,000+) 

Paul Beare and Colleen Torgerson 

Margot Cegielski 

Josie and Geoff Fox 

Vern and Liliane Gersh 

Nathaniel Gildersleeve 

Ray and Lynn Gorman 

Coke and James Hallowell 

David K. Hill and Dee Lacy 

Deb and Greg Lapp 

Norma Mastin 

James A and Sandra G McHenry 

Sierra Endocrine Associates 

Sharon Powers and Mike Smith 

John Scholefield and Kristine 

Petrucci Scholefield 

Fred Schreiber 

Lane and Christine Wipff 

Tom Zimoski 
 

Lupine Circle ($500+) 

Baker, Manock & Jensen, PC 

Terry and Roberta Bavin 

Walt and Susan Buster 

Eric and Kristen Cole 

Jon and Susan Edwards 

Robert Elliott 

Kimberly Ellis 

Bill and Kelli Esmay 

Bridget Fithian and Ben Goger 

Jeffrey and Sandra Gabe 

Guarantee Real Estate 

David and Christine Hartesveldt 

Carol A Johnson 

Terry and Cat Krosschell 

Jean Linder and Paul Rempel 

Florence and Russell Maly 

Diane and Bob Merrill 

Kay Mulholland 

McPheeters & Associates 

Sue and Les Overstreet 

Ponderosa Telephone Company 

Craig and Lisa Poole 

Price, Paige & Company 

Andy and Laurel Quady 

Jerry Radinoff and Paula Siegel 

John and Elaine Stebbins 

Steven and Cheryl Stegmaier 

Bart and Cindy Topping 

SFC Annual Giving Circles and Project Funders 2014 

Donors of Land and Conservation Easements 

 The supporters of Sierra Foothill Conservancy make a lasting impact in the region. The giving 

circles are a way for us to recognize this profound contribution to Sierra Foothill Conservancy’s future. 

We thank all of our 2014 donors for their dedication to preserving special places in the scenic foothills 

and for their help in providing critical funds for our mission.  

 

This April, Sierra Foothill Conservancy and San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust 

are partnering to present the 1st annual Let's G.O.! San Joaquin Valley event series including 

pancake breakfasts, paddling opportunities, yoga under the oaks and more!! The campaign 

is part of a national effort to make people aware of local places to recreate and the 

important link between getting outdoors and overall community health. Check out the 

joint website, www.getoutsidesjv.org  to register for events.   

Al and Charline Anderson 

Gary Bachtold 

Cindy Bohna and family 

Mike Carter 

Ben Ewell family 

Jerry Fisher 

Duane Furman  

Edward Grootendorst 

Christopher and Anna Hecker 

Bill and Judy Hedrick 

Steve and Toni Kellenberg 

Mareka Lodge and family 

Ted Martin 

Bill Miller 

Teri and Ken Pulvino 

Art Staebler and family 

Rita Vanderburgh 

Jim Wells 

Todd Wells III 

http://www.getoutsidesjv.org/


 Carpenteria Circle 

Ted K. Martin ($1,503,392) 

Bill Miller ($672,532) 

Table Mountain Rancheria ($193,500) 

Betty White ($150,000) 
 

Checkerbloom Circle ($50,000+) 

Mark and Jan Balcom 

Stefan and Mary Biskup 

Jerry and Edith Kemp 

Bart and Cindy Topping 
 

Blue Oak Circle ($25.000+) 

David and Caryn Coss 

Pete Gustafson and Heidi Riedle 

The Gaia Foundation 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
 

Live Oak Circle ($10,000+) 

Gary Bachtold 

David and Anne Cehrs 

Jean Drum 

Jerry Fischer-Yosemite Management 

Group 

Don and Jennifer Gaede 

John Benedict Gaguine 

Bertha & John Garabedian Foundation 

Coke and James Hallowell 

James F. Kemp 

Robert and Holly Longatti 

Sierra Endocrine Associates 

Charles and Becky Morales 

Joanne and Robert Mueller 

Bea and Kevin Olsen 

Craig and Lisa Poole 

Fred Schreiber 

John Scholefield and  

Kristine Petrucci Scholefield 

Chris and Bev Schubert 

Peg Smith 

Mike Spiess and Pat Witt 

John and Elaine Stebbins 

William Stookey 

Terry and Catherine Tuell 

Thelma Valdez and Nye Morton 

Jim Wells 
 

Manzanita Circle ($5,000+) 

Paul Beare and Colleen Torgerson 

Effie Beeman 

Tom Biglione 

Tom and Sheri Bohigian 

Ralph and Kebi Brown 

Karen and Mahlon Buck 

Walt and Susan Buster 

Baker, Manock & Jensen 

Jim Carl and Barbara Birch 

Margot Cegielski 

CSUF Foundation 

Ann and Nat Dellavalle 

Ben Ewell 

George and Jackie Folsom 

Josie and Geoff Fox 

Donn Furman 

Sam Gitchel and Nancy Bleile 

Susan Gorder 

Ray and Lynn Gorman 

Live Oak Associates, Inc. 

David and Christine Hartesveldt 

Louise Hastrup 

Steve and Diane Haze 

Heberger & Company 

Dennis Hebert 

David K. Hill and Dee Lacy 

Carolyn and Don Hunsaker 

Allan and Elaine Johnson 

Ken and Janet Klug 

Terry and Cat Krosschell 

Kenneth Lewis 

Jean Linder and Paul Rempel 

Norma Mastin 

John and Vickie Maxwell 

James A and Sandra G McHenry 

Len McKenzie and Kris Randal 

Jane Medley 

Elise and Alex Moir 

Rodney and Mariette Olsen 

McPheeters & Associates 

Marian and Frank Orvis 

Sharon Powers and Mike Smith 

Jane Pritchard 

Jerry Radinoff and Paula Siegel 

Regency Investment Advisors 

Carolyn Sanders and Eric Boysen 

John and Stacey Schiro 

David Slater and Chris Hays 

Owen Smith 

Steven and Cheryl Stegmaier 

Joe and Bonnie Tanski 

Jeannette and Jamie Tuitele-Lewis 

Guarantee Real Estate 

Jim Wheeler and Harriet Wrye 

Bob and Dee Wilkins 

Robert and Phyllis Wright 

Tom Zimoski 

SFC Lifetime Giving Circles 

SIERRA FOOTHILL CONSERVANCY 
15TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER 

 

On May 9, 2015 we will be celebrating 15 years of dinners  

with a fun western theme,  

“Wrangling Support for Conservation”. 

The event will be held at the scenic  

D&D Ranch in Madera County. 

$75 per person, $550 for table of eight  

wine, beer & appetizers 4:30 — Dinner 6:00 p.m.  
 

Call 559-855-3473 or go to www.sierrafoothill.org 

 



 The grasslands, foothills, and forests between Yosemite and Kings Canyon National Parks provide land 

for farms and ranches, a home for native plants and wildlife, and a source of clean water.  The Sierra 

Foothill Conservancy honors our natural and cultural heritage by protecting these resources and ensuring 

that present and future generations will continue to experience and enjoy the land in this region.  
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Return Service Requested 

Feb. 15—Table Top Hike and Yoga 

Feb. 21—Fine Gold Hike 

Feb. 22—McKenzie Hike 

Feb. 28—Yoga under the Oaks 

Feb. 28—McKenzie Hike 

March 1—Tivy Mt. Summit Hike 

March 8—Black Mt. Summit Hike 

March 8—Birding on Stockton Creek 

March 14—Family Yoga 

March 14—Fine Gold Hike 

March 14—Natural History of Bohna Ranch 

March 21—Fine Gold Open Preserve 

March 21—Yoga Under the Oaks 

March 21—Birding Trabucco Ranch 

March 22—Veteran’s McKenzie Open Preserve  

March 28—McKenzie Hike 

March 28—Wildflowers on Striped Rock 

March 29—Wildflowers on the McKenzie 

March 29—Tivy Mt. Summit Hike 

April 11—McKenzie Open Preserve 

April 11—Family Hike in Clark’s Valley 

April 12—McKenzie Member Day 

April 12—Birding on Stockton Creek 

April 18—Earth Day on Striped Rock 

April 18—Black Mt. Summit Hike 

April 19—Table Top Hike and Yoga 

April 25—Wildflowers on the Von der Ahe 

April 25—Birds on Black Mountain 

April 25—Yoga Under the Oaks 

May 2—Wildflowers on Black Mountain 

May 2—Birding Clark’s Valley 

May 3—Black Mountain Open Preserve 

May 9—Family Hike on Clark’s Valley 

May 23—Native Plants & Traditional Uses,                  

Clark’s Valley 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Sponsored 

by Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company 

Upcoming Events 
 

Check the website at www.sierrafoothill.org for more information and to sign up. 


